NARROMINE SHIRE COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 14 MARCH, 2018
MAYORAL MINUTE

1. MAYORAL DIARY

February, 2018:

February 14: Ordinary Council Meeting

February 15: Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting

February 19: Aviation Museum Grant Funding Announcement
Meeting with Hon. Troy Grant MP

February 20: Mustard Industry Meeting

Economic Development Group Committee Meeting
Timbrebongie Board Meeting

February 22: General Manager’s Performance Review
Trangie Showground and Racecourse Committee
Meeting
New Residents Night

February 27: Meeting Executive Manager Economic Development

Meeting Roads and Maritime Services

March, 2018:
March 1: Meeting Potential Developer
Country Mayor's Association
March 5: Meeting Executive Manager Human Resources
Meeting General Manager and Executive Manager
Economic Development
Meeting Director Infrastructure and Engineering Services
March é6: Trangie Burns Oval Redevelopment Public Meeting
RECOMMENDATION

That the information be noted.

2. DEPUTY MAYORAL DIARY
February, 2018:

February 14: Ordinary Council Meeting

February 15: Narromine Showground and Racecourse Advisory
Committee Meeting

February 22: General Manager’s Performance Review

Trangie Showground and Racecourse Advisory
Committee Meeting
New Residents Night

March, 2018:
March é6: Trangie Burns Oval Redevelopment Public Meeting

RECOMMENDATION

That the information be noted.
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3. MURRAY-DARLING BASIN ROYAL COMMISSION

Correspondence has been received from the Director of the Murray-Darling Basin
Royal Commission advising that the purpose of the Royal Commission is to investigate
the operations and effectiveness of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, including whether
the plan is being complied with.

The Commission has invited Council to provide a written submission in relation to the
Terms of Reference which are attached (see Attachment No. 1). Submissions should
clearly identify the reasoning supporting any conclusion or on which any view is
based. Sources and references should be cited to enable verification. Submissions
are public documents and may be published in full on the Commission’s website.

Written submissions are to be made on or before 30 April 2018, as the Commissioner’s
final report is due to be submitted by 1 February 2019.

Following the provision of submissions, the Commission will hold hearings at which oral
evidence will be given by witnesses on some of the issues raised by questions
contained in the Terms of Reference. The Commission may issue an invitation to
certain persons to give evidence at a hearing.

RECOMMENDATION

For Council’'s consideration.

4, DELEGATE’S REPORT

A report from Cr Lyn Jablonski regarding the Narromine Aviation Museum Committee
meeting will be provided prior to the Council Meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

That the information be noted.

Cr Craig Davies
Mayor
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MURRAY-

'F DARLING BASIN

ROYAL COMMISSION

erms of Reference

A. South Australia is a “Basin State” within the meaning of the Water Act 2007 (Cth) (“the Act”), the
Basin Plan made under s.44(3)(b)(i) of the Act, and is a party to the Murray-Darling Basin
Agreement (“the Basin Agreement”), which forms Schedule 1 to the Act.

B. There exist “Water Resource Plan Areas”, as defined in the Basin Plan, within the State of South
Australia. The South Australian River Murray forms the downstream area of the Water Resource
Plan Areas outlined in the Basin Plan.

C. The objects and purposes of the Act and the Basin Plan include, but are not limited to, the
following matters:

a. ensuring the return to environmentally sustainable levels of extraction for water resources that

are over-allocated or over-used;

b. to protect, restore and provide for the ecological values and ecosystem services of the

Murray-Darling Basin (taking into account, in particular, the impact that the taking of the water
has on the water courses, lakes, wetlands, groundwater and water dependent ecosystems
that are part of the Basin water resources and on associated biodiversity);

. the establishment and enforcement of environmentally sustainable limits on the quantities of

surface water and groundwater that may be taken from the Basin water resources (including
by interception activities);

. to give effect to relevant international agreements through the integrated management of

Basin water resources;

. to establish a sustainable and long term adaptive management framework for the Basin water

resources, that takes into account the broader management of natural resources in the
Murray-Darling Basin;

. to optimise social, economic and environmental outcomes arising from the use of Basin water

resources in the national interest;

g. to achieve certain “enhanced environmental outcomes”.

These objects and purposes are more fully outlined in ss.3, 20 and 28 of the Act, chapters 5 and 8
of the Basin Plan, and Schedule 5 of the Basin Plan in relation to enhanced environmental
outcomes.
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E. As a Basin State, as a contracting party to the Basin Agreement, and as the downstream State,
which includes the South Australian River Murray Water Resource Plan Area, South Australia has
a significant interest in:

a. compliance with and the effectiveness of the Basin Plan generally;

b. the delivery of Water Resource Plans defined by the Act and Basin Plan in forms compliant
and consistent with the Basin Plan by 30 June 2019; and

c. the protection and improvement of the environment of the Murray-Darling Basin, which is itself
dependent upon the implementation and effective operation of the Basin Plan.

F. The South Australian Government is concerned at recent reports as to alleged non-compliance
with the Basin Plan, the current state of implementation of the Basin Plan, and whether the Basin
Plan will achieve its objects and purposes and those of the Act. it considers that an independent
Commission of Inquiry with coercive powers is required to inquire into these and related matters.

I, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, DO HEREBY APPOINT YOU to
be a Commissioner to inquire into and report upon the following matters:

1. Whether the Water Resource Plans defined by the Act and Basin Plan (which are to include the
long-term average sustainable diversion limits for each Basin water resource) will be delivered in
full and in a form compliant and consistent with the Basin Plan by 30 June 2019.

2. If any Water Resource Plans are unlikely to be delivered in full and in a form compliant and
consistent with the Basin Plan, the reasons for this.

3. Whether the Basin Plan in its current form, its implementation, and any proposed amendments to
the Plan, are likely to achieve the objects and purposes of the Act and Plan as variously outlined in
ss.3, 20, 23 and 28 of the Act, and the ‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and additional 450 GL
provided for in s. 86AA(2) and (3) of the Act, respectively.

4, Whether the underlying assumptions in the original modelling used to develop the objects and
purposes of the Act and the Basin Plan have been sufficiently adjusted for the impact of improved
technologies.

5. If the Basin Plan is unlikely to achieve any of the objects and purposes of the Act and Basin Plan
and/or the ‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and the additional 450 GL referred to above, what
amendments should be made to the Basin Plan or Act to achieve those objects and purposes, the
‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and the additional 450 GL?
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7. The likely impact of alleged illegal take or other forms of non-compliance on achieving any of the
objects and purposes of the Act and Basin Plan, and the ‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and
the additional 450 GL, referred to above.

8. In relation to any found instances of illegai take or work, whether appropriate enforcement
proceedings have been taken in respect of such matters and if not, why.

8. Whether, in any event, the enforcement and compliance powers under the Act are adequate to
prevent and address non-compliance with the Act and the Basin Plan, and any recommendations
for legislative or other change if needed.

10. Whether monitoring, metering and access to relevant information (such as usage data) is
adequate to achieve the objects and purposes of the Act and Basin Plan and the ‘enhanced
environmental outcomes’ and additional 450 GL referred to above.

11. Whether water that is purchased by the Commonwealth for the purposes of achieving the objects
and purposes of the Act and Basin Plan and/or the ‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and the
additional 450 GL referred to above will be adequately protected from take for irrigation under
water resource plans, and any recommendations for legislative or other change if needed.

12. Whether the Basin Plan in its current form, its implementation, and any proposed amendments to
the Plan, are adequate to achieve the objects and purposes of the Act and Basin Plan, the
‘enhanced environmental outcomes’ and the additional 450 GL referred to above, taking into
account likely, future climate change.

13. Any other related matters.
AND I
1. Require you to begin your inquiry as soon as practicable.

2. Require you to make your inquiry as expeditiously as possible.

3. Require you to submit your final report by 1 February 2019, The provision of interim reports is at
the discretion of the Commissioner.

Accessibilify Disclaimer Privacy

This website is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia licence I3,
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